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Overview

● http://www.vistapedia.net
● Common information about VistA & RPMS
● Frequently Asked Questions, HOW TO pages
● Accessible from the Web
● Common Repository of Knowledge
● Wiki Markup
● Data, Talk, Index Web Pages
● Glossary pages 

http://www.vistapedia.net/
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Wiki History

● Wiki-Wiki Hawaiian Slang “Quick”
● Quickly Edited Pages
● Ward Cunningham created original wiki to 

record decisions about Design Pattern 
Languages

● Simple Control of Presentation
 Plain , Bold , Italic text
 Two Dimensional Tables
 Limited subset of HTML
 Automatic creation of links to other pages





Wiki Specifics

● Web server interface
● Programming Language is PHP
● Built-in database (MySQL)
● Editable by non-programmers
● Two Forms for each page

 Organized “Pretty Page” (external form)
 Internal “Markup Form” (internal form)

● Links from Page
 Regular Data Page Links
 Category Pages
 Index Pages



Wikis store a Common 
Repository of Knowledge

● Subject Matter Expert of VistA
● Technical Answers for questions
● Explain Process to new users
● Implicit Workflow provided by VistA
● Detail Procedures for consistency
● What does VistA to if unmodified
● How to modify VistA for your needs
● Glossary for Specialized Language “jargon”   











“What Links to this Page”



Controlled Editing on VistApedia

● Editors group
 Must be identified by login
 Allow Pseudonyms but not Anonymous
 Three classes : User, bureaucrat, administrator

● Old versions history maintained
● All pages edited listed on Recent Changes
● Some pages are locked by sysadmin
● Contributions by a person can be tracked
● Pages can be deleted but is rare
● Spammers motivated by Search Engine 

Optimization.
 Effectively steal wiki's reputation at search engine



















Data, Talk, Index, Template 
Web Pages

● Data Pages have Subject Matter Information
 Plain text, markup and HTML

● Talk Pages are a “Conversation” between users 
about the associated Data Page
 People can sign with ~~~~ marker

● Index Pages automatically generated by 
Categories

● Template pages
 “code” that generate Wiki Markup
 “Fill in the blanks” with specific values in referencing 

page.



Transclusion vs Direct Pages

● Innovation beyond original wiki design
● A direct page is one which internal page text 

is processed to provide the external page 
● A transcluded page has part of internal page 

is based on a different internal page.
● Transcluded pages are page fragments can 

be included in referencing pages.



Data Page Simple Wiki Markup
● Plain Text
● {{ Transcluded Text }}
● [[Link+Presentation Text]]
● [[Link | Presentation Text]]
● [http://address Presentation Text]
● 'Bold Text'
● ''Italic Text''
● '''Bold+Italic Text'''
● # Numbered Line
● ## Indented Numbered Line
● * Bulleted Line
● ** Indented Bulleted Line

http://address/


Wiki Markup Continued

● Show in the page:
● [[File:File.jpg]]
● [[File:File.png|200px|thumb|left|alt text]]
● Create a Link
● [[Media:File.ogg]] Link to music (ogg format)
● [[Media:PROG.m]] – allow download 

MUMPS

file:///File.jpg


Tables

● Provide way to structure text
● Rows and columns
● Control presentation using CSS and HTML
● Control border width 

 From 0 to 3 generally
 Bigger is possible but ugly
 Fractional values too



Tables – External Form



Table – Internal Form

● <center>
● {| style="CSS style for entire table"
● | style="CSS cell 1,1" | NUMBER<br>#.001 || 

style="CSS cell 1,2" | NAME<br>#.01 || 
● |- style="background:white; color:black"
● | style="background:pink; text-align:center" | 

1 ||
● |}
● </center>



Colors

● Background Colors are words
 background:olive;
 "background:lightblue;
 background:pink;
 background:lime;
 background:white;
 background:olive;

● Text Colors are words
 color:black;
 color:white;



Category Pages

● A Category Page is a type of Data Page 
which includes some generated subsections

● Put [[Category: catname ]] text in a Data 
Page will define pages as being in category

● Automatic Generating Index Pages
 Sub Category pages
 Data Pages

● Put [[Category: catname ]] text in a Category 
page will define a page as a sub-category









Manual creation of Lists



Clicking on “Blue” Link



Clicking on a “Red” link









Template pages

 “code” that generates Wiki Markup
● Transcluded page with replacements

 Fill in the blank like “subroutine”
 Called using 

● {{ name | param | param }}
 Allow for “input variables” or parameters

● {{{1}}} or {{{2}}}
 Use <include> or <noinclude> to control what is 

used vs shown





External Form for Template



Calling a Template



Internal Form of Template



Cross References

● Cross Refs give alternate ways to find data
● #REDIRECT [[Link]]
● [[Category: Index-Info]]
● Web Address may have %nn

● Link can have punctuation



Simple #REDIRECT page



#REDIRECT with %nn



Complex Redirect with 
Categories and Subcategories



Kinds of VistApedia pages

● ROUTINE name
● GLOBAL ^root(
● IA number i.e INTEGRATION AGREEMENT
● FILE name
● FILE number
● OPTION internal-name
● PROTOCOL internal-name
● patchname  NAMESP*VERNUM*138































Glossary Pages on VistApedia

● Name of page ends with a tilde (~)
● Original text comes from VA Documentation 

Library User Manuals
● Cite manuals by name
● Currently 1,365 pages













Summary

● VistApedia is open to anyone in the 
community.

● VistApedia is a repository of VistA information
● VistApedia is an active website changing 

based on needs of community
● For edit privileges send to 

whitten@netcom.com
 Real Name
 Desired username
 Telephone number
 email-address

mailto:whitten@netcom.com


Questions ?

● David Whitten
● whitten@netcom.com
● 713-870-3834

mailto:whitten@netcom.com
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