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Definition: The Continuity of Care Record (CCR) 
is a machine readable and human readable ASTM XML 
standard data set of a person's clinical status



The CCR dataset has many intended purposes 
including the exchange of medical records, 
synchronization with clinical repositories, and 
the transformation into clinical messages

Exchange of medical records:
 Between two EHR systems (VistA<->VistA and VistA<->Other)

B

 With a Personal Health Record (PHR) – like Google Health or 
MS HealthVault

Synchronization with clinical repositories:
 For clinical decision support 
 For research and clinical trials – as with the Electronic 
Primary Care Research Network (ePCRN)

P

Transformation into clinical messages
 XSLT transformation into a Continuity of Care Document (CCD)

X

 For use the the National Health Information Network (NHIN)

F

 For CCHIT Certification
 For HIPAA Claims Attachments

 Transformation into XML Web Service messages for 
ePrescribing
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Medications are coded in the CCR extract by 
RxNorm by using UMLS mappings from VUID and 
NDC codes
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Recently, we demonstrated the transformation of 
our CCRs into level 2 CCDs thanks to an XSLT 
transformation contributed by Ken Miller
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