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What Is The BCMA Contingency What Is The BCMA Contingency 
System?System?

A tool to maintain the availability of A tool to maintain the availability of 
time-critical medication administration time-critical medication administration 
data to clinicians in the event of a data to clinicians in the event of a 
planned or unplanned VISTA or planned or unplanned VISTA or 
network downtime.network downtime.



3

BCMA Contingency Relies On

• Inpatient Pharmacy

• Kernel

• HL7
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BCMA Backup FeaturesBCMA Backup Features

•   Updated via HL7 messages from VISTA, a Updated via HL7 messages from VISTA, a 
real-time inpatient record is maintained on real-time inpatient record is maintained on 
contingency workstationcontingency workstation

•   Unidirectional with built-in potential for bi-Unidirectional with built-in potential for bi-
directional communicationdirectional communication

•   Provides 3-7 day Medication Administration Provides 3-7 day Medication Administration 
Record (MAR) and Medication Administration Record (MAR) and Medication Administration 
History (MAH) info to screen or printerHistory (MAH) info to screen or printer

•   Multidivisional supportMultidivisional support

•   NEW PERSON synchronizationNEW PERSON synchronization
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What Data Is Captured?What Data Is Captured?

• Inpatient Pharmacy Activities Inpatient Pharmacy Activities 
– Unit Dose and IV

– Active, Pending and Historical
• Medication Administration Record Medication Administration Record 

• Medication Administration History Medication Administration History 

• Patient’s AllergiesPatient’s Allergies

• Patient’s LocationPatient’s Location
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Operating Systems & Mumps Operating Systems & Mumps 
PlatformsPlatforms

•  Windows 98/CachèWindows 98/Cachè

•  Windows 2000/CachèWindows 2000/Cachè
•  Windows NT/Cachè Windows NT/Cachè 

•  Red Hat Linux v8/GT.MRed Hat Linux v8/GT.M
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How Does It Send Data?How Does It Send Data?

The workstation is connected to the The workstation is connected to the 
Main Main VVISTISTAA system using the local  system using the local 
area network (LAN). Any activity done area network (LAN). Any activity done 
on the main on the main VVISTISTA A system will be system will be 
reflected on the workstation.reflected on the workstation.
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Data FlowData Flow

VistA

Contingency 
Workstations
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Admission WorkstationAdmission Workstation

PATIENT NAME: TEST,PATIENT JR           PATIENT SSN: 000002222PATIENT NAME: TEST,PATIENT JR           PATIENT SSN: 000002222

    PATIENT DOB: JAN 01, 1950             PATIENT SEX: MPATIENT DOB: JAN 01, 1950             PATIENT SEX: M

    WARD: TICU-CO                           ROOM: 611   BED: B  WARD: TICU-CO                           ROOM: 611   BED: B  

  RECORD LAST UPDATED: APR 30, 2003@10:27:30RECORD LAST UPDATED: APR 30, 2003@10:27:30  
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Workstation Order DataWorkstation Order Data
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Workstation Order Data - UDWorkstation Order Data - UD
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Workstation Order Data - IVWorkstation Order Data - IV
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Workstation 3 Day MAR - IVWorkstation 3 Day MAR - IV
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Workstation 3 Day MAR - UDWorkstation 3 Day MAR - UD
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Drug AdministrationDrug Administration
WorkstationWorkstation
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Workstation 3 Day MARWorkstation 3 Day MAR
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What Is The Backup Used For?What Is The Backup Used For?

•  Planned or Unplanned downtimePlanned or Unplanned downtime
-  Ability to look at inpatient med orders

  for the past, current and pending activity
-  Ability to print out a MAR worksheet for

  medication administration
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By placing a box in the Pharmacy, By placing a box in the Pharmacy, 
the Pharmacy staff would have the the Pharmacy staff would have the 
ability to look at the same inpatient ability to look at the same inpatient 
medication activity as the wards.medication activity as the wards.

What Is The Backup Used For?What Is The Backup Used For?
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By placing a box in a location By placing a box in a location 
accessible to providers, they would accessible to providers, they would 
also have the ability to look at inpatient also have the ability to look at inpatient 
medication activity during system medication activity during system 
down time.down time.

What Is The Backup Used For?What Is The Backup Used For?
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Security IssuesSecurity Issues

Multiple Levels of Security:Multiple Levels of Security:

• Windows/Linux log-onWindows/Linux log-on
• VVISTISTA A log-onlog-on

VISTA sign-on security synchronized 
with NEW PERSON information from 
production VISTA

• VVISTISTAA option security keys option security keys
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Future EnhancementsFuture Enhancements

•  Bi-directional functionality Bi-directional functionality 
  - Data entered on the Contingency - Data entered on the Contingency 
workstations will automatically update the workstations will automatically update the 
VVISTISTA A system when it is back on-line.system when it is back on-line.

•  GUI interface for the workstationGUI interface for the workstation

•  Expanded to include additional clinical Expanded to include additional clinical 
  data on the Contingency workstations  data on the Contingency workstations
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